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CHAMBER WEEKLY E-NEWS  

March 27, 2019 

North Bay & District Chamber of Commerce 
205 Main Street East, North Bay, ON  P1B 1B2    P: 705.472.8480   F: 705.472.8027 

Congratulations WWCC Organizing Committee 

 

Tuesday, March 26, 2019 - Last Wednesday in Ottawa, the City of North Bay and The Ford World Womenôs Curling           
Championship (2018) event were centre stage at the Canadian Sports Tourism Association annual awards ceremony.  Dave 
Bennett, Mark Brown and Rick Miller attended the event which recognizes various events and categories that are hosted 
throughout Canada each year.  The North Bay curling event which captivated and energized our community, was up against 
two major cities for this prestigious award.  
 

Competing against North Bay were Vancouver, which hosted the 2018 Canadian Tire National Skating Championships and 
Edmonton, for hosting the 106th Grey Cup and 2018 Grey Cup Festival, in the category for events with budgets greater than   
$1 million.  Pretty good company to be competing against and although North Bay did not take home first prize in this category, 
it certainly was a respectable runner up and put this area on the sports tourism map.  Congratulations to the committee and 
volunteers for bringing out the best in this area and showing the world what we can do as a community, when we work          
together. 
 

Ottawa was a busy place last week with not only the CSTA awards but as well, the 2019 Federal Budget speech by Finance 
Minister Bill Morneau.  The 2019 budget contains approximately Twenty-Two Billion Dollars in new spending over the next 6 
years and beyond, with dollars being allocated to a number of programs spread across many sectors of our economy.  Many 
budget analysists have called this budget ña pre-election budgetò given the levels of spending announced and the fact that the 
present government seems to have failed to address previous budget promises for a balanced budget, by 2019. From a     
Chamber and business perspective, the spending is a great stimulus to many municipalities through the doubling of the Gas 
Tax, however it falls short of the promised tax reforms to ensure competitiveness. 
 

When we talk about tax reform and competitiveness, it is important to look at the ówhyò this issue is important.  With the Federal 
and Provincial combined tax rates losing ground to our direct competition south of the border given the recent reductions in 
combined tax rates in the US.  This is especially troubling in border states where competition between Canada and the US is 
high.  These reductions have made Canada/Ontario less competitive in the North American market and less attractive for        
investment in our country.  It will be interesting to see what measures will be tabled in the Provincial Budget on April 11          
regarding business taxes, as being ñOpen for Businessò will surely need some relief for that community.  The Federal budget 
missed that opportunity and it will need to be dealt with soon, if we are to remain competitive. 
 

Congratulations are in order for the North Bay Battalion and New Liskeardôs, Justin Brazeau for his accomplishments this      
season.  The club has made the playoffôs and are in good position to make an impact on the Niagara Ice Dogs as             
demonstrated on the weekend, with a convincing win on Saturday night.  Brazeau and crew will be returning home tonight       
for the third game of the series with each side, taking a win in what is shaping up to be some excellent hockey.  If you want to 
see some great hockey, get a ticket, pack the arena and be that ñseventh manò at the Gardens tonight and Thursday night.  
 

Peter Chirico is the President & CEO of the North Bay & District Chamber of Commerce. 

www.nbdcc.ca @nbdcc /nbdcc 

https://tangr.com/
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April 10, 2019 - 9:00 am to 2:30 pm - Best Western North Bay 

www.thelabourmarketgroup.ca  Register by clicking here: Get your team connected today. 

https://connectworkforceweek2019.eventbrite.ca
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Click here to nominate an outstanding alumnus today! 

EMPLOYERS - THERE ARE STILL SOME SPACES  

AVAILABLE AT THE ANNUAL JOB FAIR ON APRIL 11th.   

Email erin@thelabourmarketgroup.ca  

Businesses - click HERE to learn more about the PIN         

PARTNER opportunities this April with the Canadian Cancer 

Society - North Bay and District.  Or consider getting a group 

together from your office to Adopt-A-Site to fundraise on       

April 11th, 13th and 14th. 

https://goo.gl/forms/hQZEiwZTarSaOIrf2
http://www.thegrandslamofcurling.com/

